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The natives in the settled districts have been induced to
abandon their old tribal warfare Most of them are energetic
and of good physique but are very susceptible to the tropical
diseases so prevalent in the island The western and coastal
peoples are generally speaking taller and better developed
than those living in the interior They live for the most

FIG 42   The Ma n Street of a New Guinea village
part in villages which vary in size from a few families to a
settlement of a thousand persons Many of the tribes in
the centre and the west have very large communal houses
In the Fly River district in particular a great number of
families will inhabit a large dwelling over 500 feet long and
cfevided into compartments for each family This custom is
also practised for instance by some of the tribes of Borneo
Closer observation of the natives of New Guinea has led
i$ a revision of the earlier opinion that they were among the
classes of savages*   Contact between the natives and